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Town of West Seneca, New York

Name:  ULIASZEK
DENNIS J.

Hometown: ELMA

Address:
[J Vietnam Era

Vietnam War Veteran

- Year Entered: 1969
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:

Year Discharged: 1972
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM
Service Notes:

Dennis John Uliaszek honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

After receiving his Honorable Discharge from the United States Army, Dennis Uliaszek went to work for the Ford

Stamping Plant until his retirement after 35 years / Dennis John Uliaszek passed away on 6 September 2022 at
the age of 73 years old
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Town of West Seneca, New York

Name: URBAN Hometown: CHEEKTOWAGA
CHESTER J.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:
Chester J. Urban honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Chester Urban was a retiree of CSX and member of Transport Workers of America / Chester J. Urban passed

away on 2 December 2016 at the age of 80 years old and is interred at St. Stanislaus Cemetery, Cheektowaga,
New York
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Town of West Seneca, New York

Name: URBANCZYK
JOSEPH M.

Hometown: HAMBURG

Address: 3094 LYTH ROAD

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1968
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SP4
Year Discharged: KIA

Unit / Squadron:

196TH LIGHT INFANTRY BRIGADE, 3RD BATTALION, 21ST INFANTRY, A COMPANY

Medals / Citations:

PURPLE HEART VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL

VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL COMBAT INFANTRYMAN BADGE
MARKSMANSHIP BADGE ARMY PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION
VIETNAM GALLANTRY CROSS NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Specialist Fourth-Class Joseph Michael Urbanczyk honorably served in the United States Army / SP4 Joseph
Urbanczyk was deployed to Vietham on 23 September 1968 as a Light Weapons Infantryman / SP4 Joseph
Urbancyk was Killed In Action on 13 March 1969 from multiple fragmentation wounds received as a result of
enemy combat fire during combat operations in Quang Tin Province, South Vietnam

SP4 Joseph Urbancyk was awarded the Purple Heart (Posthumously)

SP4 Urbancyk took his Basic training at Fort Dix, New Jersey and took Advanced Infantry Training at Fort Polk,
Louisiana

Base Assignments:

Fort Dix - Trenton, New Jersey - Fort Dix was established in 1917 and named for Major General John Adams Dix,
a veteran of the War of 1812 and the Civil War / Dix served as a training and staging ground during World War |l
and a demobilization center after the war / Ten divisions and many smaller units trained and staged here before
entering the battlefields of World War Il / At the end of the war, the reception center became the separation
center, returning more than 1.2 million Soldiers to civilian life

Ft. Polk, Louisiana - An United States Army installation located in Vernon Parish, Louisiana, about 10 miles east of
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Leesville and 30 miles north of DeRidder in Beauregard Parish / Established in the 1940s, Ft. Polk began as a base
for the Louisiana Maneuvers / The fort was named after New York soldier William Henry Johnson and
encompasses about 198,000 acres / It served the 1st Armored Division in the 1950s, and became a basic training
post during Vietnam War years of the 1960s and '70s / Fort Polk became Fort Johnson during a re-designation
ceremony on June 13, 2023 in honor of Sgt. William Henry Johnson, a World War | Medal of Honor recipient

Town of West Seneca, New York

Miscelleaneous:

Joseph Urbanczyk was a graduate of Lackawanna High School and a student at Erie County Technical Institute
before being drafted into the Army / Joseph Michael Urbanczyk was 20 years old at the time of his death and is
interred at Holy Cross Cemetery in Lakawanna, New York

Joseph Michael Urbanczyk is honored on the Vietnam Veteran's Memorial in Washington D.C. - Name inscribed
at VVM Wall, Panel 29w, Line 33

Light Weapons Infantryman lack heavy weapons and armor or with a reduced vehicle footprint / Light infantry
units lack the greater firepower, operational mobility and protection of mechanized or armored units, but
possess greater tactical mobility and the ability to execute missions in severely restrictive terrain and in areas
where weather makes vehicular mobility difficult / Light infantry forces typically rely on their ability to operate
under restrictive conditions, surprise, violence of action, training, stealth, field craft, and fitness levels of the
individual soldiers to compensate for their reduced lethality / Despite the usage of the term "light", forces in a
light unit must carry everything they require to fight, survive and win due to lack of vehicles

The 196th Infantry Brigade was first organized in 1921 as an element of the Army Reserve's 98th Division with
the mission to train soldiers / During World War I, the 98th Division arrived in Hawaii in April 1944, and was
given the mission of defending Kauai and Maui initially; later it was made responsible for the defense of Oahu
/In May 1945, the division began intensive training in preparation for its role in the invasion of Japan, but the
war ended before the unit could leave Hawaii / It went to Japan for occupation duty, where it was inactivated in
February 1946 / The 196th Light Infantry Brigade was raised again at Fort Devens, MA in September 1965 and
originally scheduled to be sent to the Dominican Republic in mid-1966, but was rushed to Vietham instead and
posted in the western portion of the Ill Corps Tactical Zone / It initiated Operation Attleboro into War Zone C of
Tay Ninh Province, which developed into a major action after a large enemy base camp was uncovered, 19
October 1966 / In April 1967 the brigade was selected, along with the 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division and
the 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, to form a provisional division-sized unit called Task Force OREGON and
moved to the | Corps Tactical Zone / The brigade stayed with this command, which was converted into the 23d
Infantry Division (AMERICAL) 25 September 1967 / The 196th Light Infantry Brigade officially joined this division,
15 February 1969 / It operated throughout northern Vietnam, and after the division closed out of Vietnam, 29
November 1971, the 196th Light Infantry Brigade was reconstituted as a separate (provisional) brigade-sized
element to safeguard the same area of operations / In April 1971 the brigade was relocated to Da Nang for
major port security duties / It finally departed Vietnam as the last U.S. Army combat brigade to leave in
Increment XII of the U.S. Army withdrawal / The 198th Infantry Brigade was reactivated on 15 May 2007 at Fort
Moore (formerly Fort Benning), Georgia to serve as an Infantry Training Brigade as part of the US Army Infantry
School

The 21st Infantry Regiment is a United States Army infantry regiment / The 1st Battalion currently exists as part
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of 2nd Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division / The regiment fought in World War I, the Korean
War and the Vietnam War, as well as Operation Iragi Freedom / Task Force Smith, the first American unit to see
action in the Korean War, was derived from the regiment's 1st Battalion / The 3rd Battalion of the regiment was
activated on 10 September 1965 at Fort Devens and was subordinated to the 196th Light Infantry Brigade / On
26 August 1966, it was sent to South Vietnam / The brigade was attached to the 25th Infantry Division and was
based at Tay Ninh / The 3rd Battalion fought in Operation Attleboro between September and November 1966
and in January 1967, the battalion participated in Operation Cedar Falls / Between February and April, it
participated in Operation Junction City / The 196th was then transferred to Chu Lai / On 15 July 1969, it was
attached to the 23rd Infantry Division until that division's withdrawal from Vietnam in November 1971 / The 3rd
Battalion then formed Task Force Gimlet, patrolling the "rocket belt" around Da Nang / From 5 to 11 August
1972, Delta Company, 3/21st Infantry undertook the last patrol by U.S. troops in the war with two soldiers
wounded by booby traps / The unit was relieved by South Vietnamese soldiers and the battalion was withdrawn
from South Vietnam on 23 August 1972 and inactivated in Oakland on the same day

Town of West Seneca, New York

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American
decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
case posthumously

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Combat Infantryman Badge (CIB) is a United States Army military decoration. The badge is awarded to
infantrymen and Special Forces soldiers in the rank of colonel and below, who fought in active ground combat
while assigned as members of either an Infantry or Special Forces unit of brigade size or smaller at any time after
6 December 1941

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

2016 WWW.WSVET.ORG



Honoring Our Vietnham War

and

Vietnam Era Veterans

| % | February 28, 1961 - May 7, 1975 l III l|

The Presidential Unit Citation, originally called the Distinguished Unit Citation, is awarded to units of the United
States Armed Forces for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy on or after 7 December 1941

Town of West Seneca, New York

The Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal, also known as the Vietnamese Gallantry Cross or Vietnam Cross
of Gallantry is a military decoration of the former Government of South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam) / The
medal was created on August 15, 1950 and was awarded to military personnel, civilians, and Armed Forces units
and organizations in recognition of deeds of valor or heroic conduct while in combat with the enemy /
Individuals who received the medal, ribbon, and a citation were personally cited at the Armed Forces, Corps,
Division, Brigade or Regiment level / The United States military began authorizing the Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross in March 1968 with retroactive presentation of the decoration to 1961

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Town of West Seneca, New York

Name: URSHEL

Hometown: DEPEW

DANIEL H.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Daniel Henry Urshel honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Daniel Urshel was a member of the Cheektowaga Baptist Church for over 50 years / Daniel Henry Urshel passed
away on 1 July 2025 at the age of 80 years old
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